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to suppose either that the Punjab village can be put right
in any other way or that the Punjab village is incapable
of being organized in this way. This administrative body
can be called a Parish Council, a panchayat or a co-opera-
tive society, but its main principles and its functions, are
much the same. It belongs to the villagers who join it or
elect it, and it raises money, organizes and directs the
service of the villagers for the improvement of home and
village life.

3. Compulsion or self-government. There is no Public
Health Act in the Punjab and it is generally believed that
no law exists by which people can be compelled to be
sanitary and to adopt such habits as will ensure clean,
healthy homes and villages, to take such action as will
prevent the spread of pests and diseases among crops,
cattle or human beings, and generally to behave as good
citizens. This is incorrect as the Municipal, the District
Boards and the Panchayat Acts, if only they were made full
use of, contain a framework ample for the purpose of
developing and enforcing good citizenship. The trouble is
that there is no public opinion behind them and without a
strong public opinion to condemn anti-social actions and
the neglect of duties of good citizenship, no amount of laws
will make either town or country fit to live in.

Village Uplift is at present being done by official
persuasion and the vigour with which this is applied makes
the pressure vary from mere pious advice almost to actual
compulsion. The defects of this method are many.

(i) It is impermanent.

(ii) It is inefficient and confines the work to the most
elementary beginnings. Instead of being able to go on
to new things and to continue the general advance to a
better village life, the persuaders have to exhaust their